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Nez Perce Elder, Silas Whitman, came in to share the
history of Celilo Falls with our two fifth grade
classes. He spoke about the four tribes: Nez Perce,
Umatilla, Warm Springs, and Yakima that utilized the
falls. He also shared about Chief Tommy Thompson,
Celilo Village Chief, who regulated access to the
salmon fishery. Mr. Whitman came to share his
knowledge and to help make a cultural connection to
the upcoming salmon Art class project. Thank you Mrs.
Raml, Elementary Art Teacher, for sharing this
presentation.



Lapwai Elementary 
After School Program

Fourth and fifth graders in the after school
program have been learning cultural and
STEM lessons by assisting in building a
traditional Nez Perce dugout canoe. With
help from the local organization Nimiipuu
Protecting the Environment, students
have been using hand-tools to craft a
canoe that will be used to travel local
river-ways. This opportunity occurs most
Wednesday evenings from 4:30-5:30 for
students during the fall and again in the
spring on a new canoe.



The Lapwai School District has been awarded a 21st CCLC five year grant from the 
Department of Education.  This grant will fund a before and afterschool program as 
well as a summer program for Grades 1-5.

The first day of the program was Monday, Sept. 25th. So far 65 students are enrolled 
in the program!

Hours of operation are:

7:30 a.m. - Students will eat breakfast and then engage in technology, literacy & 
enrichment activities in the library before beginning the regular school day.

3:20-5:30 p.m. - Students will be served a snack. Math and reading tutoring, 
homework help, Nez Perce Language, and cultural activities will occur daily.

Students who are regular bus riders can ride the bus home at the end of the 
program.

Please feel free to contact Candace Hoisington, Program Director at 
choisington@lapwai.org or at 208.791.7937.

mailto:choisington@lapwai.org


Heather Jordan of Schaefer Orchards donated 
pumpkins for all of the first grade classes.

Julia Jordan and her 
mother Heather Jordan



Smithsonian National Museum 
of the American Indian 
The institute has released new learning materials for 
students and teachers:

• Classroom Resources

• Professional Development Activities

• Visit Collections Online:                                         
Including Our Very Own Jenny Williams!

• Infinity of Nations Culture Quest Game

• Framework for Essential Understandings about 
American Indians

www.AmericanIndian.si.edu/education
Jenny Williams - 2003

Contemporary Child’s Basket Hat

http://www.americanindian.si.edu/education


6th Grade Scientists Mrs. Kinnick’s class conducting a
science lab involving sugar, yeast and
warm water.



Aligning Nez Perce Education 
Standards to Teacher Evaluation

Valerie Ridinger, Melissa Tabor, Ken Kessler, and David Aiken continue to 
work on an alignment project between the Nez Perce Cultural Standards 
with Idaho’s teacher evaluation framework. A thank you to the Nez Perce 
Tribe - State Tribal Education Partnership (STEP) Team; Joyce McFarland, 
Alicia Wheeler, and Tess Woodward for their technical assistance.

Mr. Kessler 
presenting to the 
Lapwai Middle-

High School 
Math Team. Mrs. Tabor presenting to the Lapwai Elementary Family Engagement Team.



Lapwai 
Elementary 
October 
Newsletter

http://www.lapwai.org/elementary/ele
mentary%20newsletter%202017-10.pdf

http://www.lapwai.org/elementary/elementary newsletter 2017-10.pdf


Thursday, September 28, 2017

http://klewtv.com/sports/prep-
athlete/p1fcu-prep-athlete-of-the-week-
heewekse-wisdom

P1FCU Prep Athlete of the Week: Heewekse Wisdom

http://klewtv.com/sports/prep-athlete/p1fcu-prep-athlete-of-the-week-heewekse-wisdom











