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LAPWAI SCHOOL DISTRICT WINS NATIONAL 

SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION, MAGNA 

AWARD & FEATURED IN THE AMERICAN 

SCHOOL BOARD JOURNAL
The Lapwai School District was awarded a 1st Place Magna Award

by the National School Boards Association and Featured in the

American School Board Journal with a professional photograph

taken by Amanda Nellesen. Lapwai is the only district from Idaho to

be recognized in the history of the award.

The Lapwai School District Recognized For:

 Removing barriers to achievement for vulnerable or

underserved children, based on race, ethnicity, gender,

special needs, geography, or socioeconomic status

 Supporting the school board’s equity mission and vision for

the district

 Exhibiting success over time

 Having longevity and sustainability

 Can be replicated by other school districts with similar

conditions and resources



The Magna Award is recognition of the unique collaboration occurring in the Lapwai School District which

includes a dedicated school board and administrators, hardworking instructional staff, and close working

relationship and support from the Nez Perce Tribe. We work closely with all Tribal departments including

Education (S.T.E.P.), Social Services/Child Protection, Tribal Police, and Nimiipuu Behavioral and Community

Health. Recently Nez Perce Tribal Police gifted our district with a student resource officer. We continue to

partner in the pursuit of grant funding to sustain this critical role. We also have an excellent partnership with

the city of Lapwai. City Council, and the late Mayor Ruth McConville, have included support of education

in the majority of their grant applications. Mayor McConville had a big heart for our district and loved the

students in the community. Together, we ensure all students will reach their full potential.

American School 

Board Journal Article

Lewiston Tribune Article – Click Back Button to Return to Update 

The award was accepted on behalf of Lapwai by School Board

Chair, Sonya Samuels-Allen, and Superintendent, David Aiken, at the

National School Boards Association Conference in Philadelphia on

Sunday, March 31st.

Congratulations to the Lapwai School District, Nez Perce Tribe,

Lapwai Community, Our Families, and Our Students!
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https://www.nsba.org/newsroom/american-school-board-journal/asbj-april-2019/no-iep-needed
https://www.nsba.org/newsroom/american-school-board-journal/asbj-april-2019/no-iep-needed
https://lmtribune.com/northwest/lapwai-school-district-receives-national-award-for-student-achievement/article_08d9b122-0230-551f-8344-0e319439eb59.html
https://lmtribune.com/northwest/lapwai-school-district-receives-national-award-for-student-achievement/article_08d9b122-0230-551f-8344-0e319439eb59.html
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Mrs. Latella and Mrs. Hayes

welcome kindergarten families for

literacy games, a free book and

pizza.

Thursday, April 18th from 4:30-5:30

Kindergarten Classrooms



LAPWAI SCHOOL DISTRICT 

NATIVE CULTURE AND LANGUAGE TEAM MEETING
Thursday, April 11, 2019

Co-facilitated by Alicia Wheeler and David Aiken

Providing leadership for culture and language

Engaging the community with culture and language

Infusing culture and language in curriculum and instruction



INDIGENOUS PRINCIPLES OF PEDAGOGY 

Coordinated by Nez Perce STEP in 

Partnership with Mathematize and LCSC

Onsite Training and Distance Learning: 

Instructor: RunningHorse Livingston, M.Ed., Mathematize Inc.

Kamiah Participant:

Taylie Hopkins

Lapwai Participants:

Verna Johnson

Ena Raml

Emma Shaffer

Jake Genthos

David Aiken
Lapwai and Kamiah teachers continue 

distance learning on Tuesdays with instructor, 

RunningHorse Livingston



JUNIOR SAT TESTING

Tuesday, April 9, 2019 

Great job persevering Juniors! Thank you Mr. Nellesen for all your hard work in setting these 

Wildcat scholars up for success Tuesday! 
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KAY SEVEN &

MELVIN WHEELER

Monday, April 8, 2019

Kay Seven and Melvin Wheeler

presented regional and Tribal

apprenticeship opportunities to
Juniors and Seniors.

Nez Perce Education Standard: 

Teachers Are Guides 

INTRODUCTION TO 

COLLEGE STUDIES:

MR. MAYNES

Introduction to College Studies Funded by the 

Victory Dance Project: NYCP Grant



WALLA WALL COMMUNITY COLLEGE, 

CLARKSTON CAMPUS, VISITS SENIORS 

IN MS. BENTZ’S CLASS

Wednesday, April 10, 2019 

Nez Perce Education Standard:

Teachers Are Guides
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LAPWAI COMMUNITY 

COALITION

NEZ PERCE UNIVERSITY 

OF IDAHO EXTENSION

&

PK’S PLACE




