
Lapwai School District
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Celebrations & Pictures of Wildcat Scholars 

& the Dedicated Staff Who Serve Them

Friday, November 13, 2020



Sonya Samuels-Allen
Idaho School Boards Association

2020 School Board Chair of the Year 

Years of Service: 2007-Present

Nominated By:

David Aiken, Superintendent

Lori Johnson, Vice-Chair

Nathan Weeks, Business Manager/Clerk

D’Lisa Penney, Middle-High Principal
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For over 13 years this dedicated leader has been a caring advocate for not only Lapwai
students, but a strong voice and representative for Idaho education.

In addition to serving as Board Chair, Sonya has joined the Superintendent in advocacy for
the federally connected students in our state. She joins Dr. Aiken in representing the Idaho
districts who reply on Impact Aid support. She has built strong relationships with our
Congressman and engaged other districts to follow her lead in advocacy. There are over
14,000 students in 12 Idaho districts who benefit from her activism with Congress.

Sonya’s leadership and our board’s relationship with the district has led to national and state
recognition. Lapwai's success at beating the odds led to a nomination for a Magna Award
from the National School Boards Association. The Lapwai School District was honored in the
spring of 2019 in Philadelphia, PA at the National School Boards Association Annual
Conference as a First Place Magna Award Winner. The only winners from Idaho in the
award’s history and the only Native district to be recognized that year.
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Sonya Samuels-Allen
2020 School Board Chair of the Year 
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On behalf of your fellow trustees and
the staff and students of the Lapwai
School District, thank you for your
service Sonya! Your big heart for
Lapwai students is among our greatest
resources. We are proud of you!

See Sonya’s acceptance on the         
Lapwai School District YouTube page. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdaH-ekMjdw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdaH-ekMjdw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdaH-ekMjdw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdaH-ekMjdw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdaH-ekMjdw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdaH-ekMjdw&feature=youtu.be


Mrs. Hewett’s 2nd Grade 
Veterans Day Art

Nez Perce Standard

Interpersonal Relationships
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Mrs. Hillman’s 2nd Grade 
Veterans Day Art

Nez Perce Standard

Interpersonal Relationships
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Mrs. Hillman’s 2nd Grade 
Veterans Day Art

Nez Perce Standard

Interpersonal Relationships



8

Nez Perce Standard

Evaluating Mastery



Colt Loe
Kindergarten 

Mathematician

Proud of Mrs. Sliger’s
Wildcat Scholars!

Nez Perce Standard

Evaluating Mastery



Congratulations!
Mrs. McKarcher

Lapwai Elementary

Gift Card Prizes

McDonalds $50 

Nez Perce Express $100 

Printcraft $20

https://lcvalley.dailyfly.com/Our-Community/Teacher-of-the-Month
https://lcvalley.dailyfly.com/Our-Community/Teacher-of-the-Month


“
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Nominate Your Favorite Teacher
lcvalley.dailyfly.com

https://lcvalley.dailyfly.com/Our-Community/Teacher-of-the-Month
https://lcvalley.dailyfly.com/Our-Community/Teacher-of-the-Month
https://lcvalley.dailyfly.com/Our-Community/Teacher-of-the-Month
https://lcvalley.dailyfly.com/Our-Community/Teacher-of-the-Month

